
Tell me 
something about 

yourself while 
we wait to get 

started.

•Name a pop, rock or jazz 
tune to learned as a 
young musician?
• For example, when I 

was in my Junior High 
School Marching Band, 
we played ABC by the 
Jackson Five.



Adaptation and 
Transformation
Transition from an Intermediate Orchestra to a “Pop Orchestra”

Ed Castro



About Ed

• Formal training

• Public school

• College
• Private teaching

• Teaching public 
• Teaching at independent schools 



Independent 
School in 
PNW



Instrumental 
Music at EPS



Instrumental Music Ensemble

MUSICAL EXPERIENCES INSTRUMENTATION WHO OR WHAT IS IN 
THE ROOM



Review



Adjustments

My modifications
Language
Connections 
Diversity

Student 
modifications

Class work
Active 
listening



First Steps

Determine Learning 
Objectives

Compile Materials

Map Out Instruction Determine Projects 
For You (the teacher)

Examples of Student 
Projects



Design Cycle

RESEARCH AND 
MAKE CONNECTIONS

DEVELOPING IDEAS CREATE PRESENT



Jimi Hendrix

Making Connections part 1
Use class time to listen to and become familiar 
with Jimi Hendrix and the music some of his 
music. Create a document to help organize some 
sources and perhaps start formulating some 
ideas you may want to research in the future.

Making Connections part 2
Use class time to research Jimi Hendrix and listen 
to more of his performances. Create a document 
to help you keep notes for a future presentation 
about Jimi Hendrix. Remember to list sources as 
they will help you (at a later date) create your 
presentation. The document should be at least a 
page long.



Jimi Hendrix - Continued

Making Connections part 2

•Middle School Students:
•Explore the relationships Jimi Hendrix had with other musicians or bands of the era. Use web-based resources 

to gather information about recordings or live performances to gain a better understanding of the impact 
Hendrix had in music. Students are encouraged to pick one of his albums and research them as part of this 
project. 

•Upper School Students:
•Use this time to investigate any topic related to Jimi Hendrix. Start putting together a topic for research which 

offers a point of view interesting to you for future research. Listed below are a few topics I offer as sample ideas 
to research.
•The relation between Jimi Hendrix music and poetry.
•The ways in which Jimi Hendrix used the “blues” (as in the song form) as a source of inspiration.
•Jimi Hendrix and his relationship as a jazz musician.

•To list a few….

Tasks:



Trap Version 
of Fire



Purple Haze



Stevie Wonder Concert Rehearsal



The 
Temptations



Herbie Hancock


